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LINDY CINEMONDAYS offers Philadelphia film lovers a 

chance to see the most exciting, memorable, and critically-acclaimed 

Jewish films hitting the festival circuit this year. Handpicked from 

the world's most prestigious international film festivals, this season's 

selections include films from Austria, Belgium, France, Germany, 

Israel, Luxembourg, Mexico, and the US.

GPJFF thanks ELAINE LINDY for making its 2019 CineMondays season possible.



REDEMPTION | Opening Night
MONDAY, MARCH 25 4 5 & 7:30 PM  

NATIONAL MUSEUM OF AMERICAN JEWISH HISTORY

PHILADELPHIA PREMIERE 

Menachem (Moshe Folkenflik), a devout, middle-

aged single father, used to be the lead singer of 

a popular Israeli rock band. Leaving it all behind 

to pursue a pious life, he never imagined he 

would be getting the band back together to play 

the Jewish wedding circuit Ñ especially not as a 

means of funding his seven-year-old daughter's 

expensive cancer treatments. For Menachem, 

there is nothing like playing music again, and for a 

moment, talk of a reunion tour doesnÕt sound like 

a bad plan. Still, in the process of reconnecting 

with his secular past, the widowed Hasid is having 

difficulty reconciling his religious beliefs with 

the allure of music. His journey has reopened 

old wounds, obliging Menacham to confront his 

shortcomings, redeem himself, and move forward 

with his life with an open heart. 

With its rousing musical performances and 

emotionally honest screenplay, REDEMPTION 

is a powerful return to form for two of IsraelÕs 

foremost filmmakers, Joseph Madmony 

(Restoration) and Boaz Yehonatan Yacov.

OFFICIAL SELECTION: Atlanta Jewish Film Festival | Boston Jewish Film Festival | Jerusalem 

Film Festival | Karlovy Vary International Film Festival | Miami Jewish Film Festival | San 

Francisco Jewish Film Festival | Santa Barbara Jewish Film Festival | Toronto International Film 

Festival | Toronto Jewish Film Festival

AWARDS: Audience Award for Best Narrative and Van Leer Group Foundation Award for Best 

Music Ñ Jerusalem Film Festival | Award of Ecumenical Jury and Best Actor Ñ Karlovy Vary 

International Film Festival

A CHARMING FILM.”
MICHAEL SICINSKI, CINEMA SCOPE“  

Directed by Joseph Madmony  

and Boaz Yehonatan Yacov

Narrative Feature

Israel | 2018 | 104 min

Hebrew with English subtitles

SPONSORS:  

Saltz Mongeluzzi Barrett & Bendesky 

PC Trial Lawyers 



LEONA
MONDAY, APRIL 1 4 5 & 7:30 PM   

NATIONAL MUSEUM OF AMERICAN JEWISH HISTORY

PHILADELPHIA PREMIERE

When Ariela (Najan Gonz�lez Norvind) first moves 

in with Iv�n (Christian Vazquez), she hopes that 

living together will bring the young couple closer. 

She does not want to consider the possibility that 

her excuses for not introducing her boyfriend to 

her family could cause a rift in their relationship. 

After admitting her feelings to her mother, itÕs 

become clear that a courtship with Iv�n would 

not be tolerated and prolonging their affair would 

only result in being rejected by her community and 

shunned by her own family. Besides, with Iv�nÕs 

insecurities growing impossible to ignore, itÕs only 

a matter of time before Ariela is forced to contend 

with reality. ItÕs not lost on her that the decision 

sheÕs about to make will inevitably lead to the rest 

of her life. 

Bridging the divide between generations, faiths, and 

cultures, writer-director Isaac Cherem's directorial 

debut invites viewers into ArielaÕs personal journey 

of discovery and self-determination. With its blend 

of romance, humor, and thoughtful introspection, 

LEONA offers a rare and intimate glimpse into a 

young Jewish womanÕs coming-of-age in Mexico City.

OFFICIAL SELECTION: Atlanta Jewish Film 

Festival | JCC Chicago Film Festival | Miami Jewish 

Film Festival | Santa Barbara Jewish Film Festival

Najan Gonz�lez Norvind was 

awarded Best Actress at the Morelia 

International Film Festival for 

her delicate portrayal of Ariela, 

a twenty-something street artist 

from Mexico City who finds herself 

torn between her responsibilities 

to her Syrian-Jewish family and 

her commitment to her non-Jewish 

Mexican boyfriend.

Directed by Isaac Cherem

Narrative Feature

Mexico | 2018 | 95 min

Spanish with English subtitles

SPONSORS:  

Debra Felman and David Warshal



KING BIBI | Centerpiece Film                  
MONDAY, APRIL 8 4 7 PM   

PHILADELPHIA FILM CENTER 

Using only archival footage of NetanyahuÕs 

televised appearances through the years, 

director Dan Shadur demonstrates how ÒBibiÓ 

evolved from IsraelÕs chief political hope to 

the provocative figure dominating todayÕs top 

headlines. Despite publically confessing to 

adultery in 1993 and recently being investigated 

for corruption, supporters in both Israel and the 

US continue to deem IsraelÕs nationalist leader 

as ÒSavior of the Jewish State.Ó Setting aside 

his mastery of public speaking and adeptness 

for navigating public opinion, Netanyahu has 

introduced a period of sustained economic 

growth in Israel. Under his leadership, the 

country has flourished ties with countries around 

the world, cultivated new alliances with Arab 

governments, and achieved a satisfactory level of 

security by Israeli standards.

ShadurÕs well-researched and informative 

documentary deconstructs the man who is said to 

have single-handedly ushered Israeli politics into 

the 21st century. Supporter or not, it is undeniable 

that BibiÕs influence has galvanized both sides 

of the party line Ñ and not just in the land of 

milk and honey. Even in Philadelphia (BibiÕs old 

stomping ground), the Prime Minister continues  

to be a reliable point of discussion and debate.

PHILADELPHIA PREMIERE

20 years ago, Benjamin Netanyahu discovered the political benefits of distancing himself 

from the media and communicating with his public directly. KING BIBI explores Israel's 

longest-serving prime minister's remarkable ascension to power and the role American-style 

politicking has played in shaping his legacy.

Directed by Dan Shadur

Documentary Feature

Israel/USA | 2018 | 87 min

English and Hebrew with  

English subtitles

OFFICIAL SELECTION: Atlanta Jewish 

Film Festival | Jerusalem Film Festival | 

Miami Jewish Film Festival



FIG TREE | Spotlight Film
MONDAY, APRIL 15 4 7 PM  

LIGHTBOX FILM CENTER

A POTENT GLIMPSE OF  

ADOLESCENCE AMID CIVIL WAR.
DENNIS HARVEY,VARIETY

 

PHILADELPHIA PREMIERE

Ethiopian-Israeli director A�l�m-W�rqe 

DavidianÕs breakout film, FIG TREE, has left 

audiences speechless throughout the world. 

Set in Addis Ababa at the end of the Ethiopian 

Civil War, DavidianÕs remarkably assured debut 

follows a Jewish Ethiopian teenager as she 

attempts to save her boyfriend from being 

drafted, while she and her family await their 

turn to flee the country. With a civil war raging from the day she was born, 16-year-old Mina 

(Betalehem Asmamawe) has grown accustomed to her precarious surroundings. Residing 

with her grandmother and brother in a humble house with newsprint for wallpaper, Mina 

relishes her outings with Eli (Yohannes Musa), her Christian boyfriend and one and only true 

love. Forced to live in the woods so as to evade being captured by Mengistu Haile Mariam's 

army, Eli expresses his affection for Mina under the shade and protection of the coupleÕs 

special fig tree.    

Having spent her formative years in war-torn Ethiopia (Davidian left the country when she 

was 11), the directorÕs unsentimental approach to expressing the plight of her young heroine 

draws on her own stark memories and impressions. It is through her sharp and wildly 

perceptive gaze that we are given a chance to better understand the impact of civil war on 

the lives of ordinary Ethiopian Jews awaiting refuge in Israel.

OFFICIAL SELECTION: Atlanta Jewish Film Festival | Haifa International Film Festival | 

Jerusalem Film Festival | Locarno Film Festival | Miami Jewish Film Festival | New York 

Jewish Film Festival | Toronto International Film Festival

AWARDS: Best Cinematography Ñ Ophir Awards (Israeli Academy Awards) | Eurimages 

Audentia Award Ñ Toronto International Film Festival

 Directed by A�l�m-W�rqe Davidian

Narrative Feature

Israel | 2018 | 93 min

Amharic and Hebrew with  

English subtitles

“  



THE TOBACCONIST  
MONDAY, APRIL 29 4 7 PM 

RITZ EAST 

PHILADELPHIA PREMIERE

Based on the best-selling novel by Robert 

Seethaler, THE TOBACCONIST follows a young 

manÕs sexual and spiritual awakening amidst 

escalating violence and anti-Semitism on the eve 

of HitlerÕs takeover of Vienna. 

“  
 
A VIBRANT COMING-OF-AGE STORY 
AND AN INTRIGUING PORTRAYAL OF SIGMUND FREUD, 
EXPERTLY PORTRAYED BY BRUNO GANZ.”  
STEPHEN FARBER, THE HOLLYWOOD REPORTER

Envisioning a better life for her child, FranzÕs 

mother sends her son to Vienna to apprentice in 

an old friendÕs smoke shop. Under the tutelage of 

Otto (Johannes Krisch), a disabled war vet whose 

reputation for selling goods to communists and 

Jews has made him more than a few enemies, 

Franz (Simon Morz�) discovers the secrets to 

being a good tobacconist. Learning to read the desires of OttoÕs most favored patrons, 

Franz endears himself to clients whose vices include procuring fine cigars and sneaking dirty 

magazines. One of OttoÕs regulars, the world-renowned psychoanalyst Sigmund Freud (the 

late great Bruno Ganz, Wings of Desire, Downfall), takes a liking to the ambitious 17-year-old 

and does not mind offering him guidance. Admitting that the female sex remains as elusive as 

it was when he was a boy, Freud encourages Franz to pursue Anezka (Emma Drogunova), the 

beautiful and mysterious young woman who haunts his dreams. However, with the city on the 

brink of war and his new friend in imminent danger, the dramas that shroud his thoughts and 

overcome his dreams are soon swept up into the much darker maelstrom of events shaking 

the foundations of Europe and the world.

OFFICIAL SELECTION: JCC Chicago Jewish Film Festival | Miami Jewish Film Festival | New 

York Jewish Film Festival | Palm Beach Jewish Film Festival | Palm Springs International  

Film Festival

Directed by Nikolaus Leytner

Narrative Feature

Austria/Germany | 2018 | 117 min

German and Czech with  

English subtitles

SPONSORS:  

Barbara and Mickey Black 

Dan and Cathy Kaufman 

Harvey and Jan Schwartz



TEL AVIV ON FIRE | Closing Night
MONDAY, MAY 6 4 7 PM  

SUZANNE ROBERTS THEATRE

FOR TRAILERS AND UP-TO-DATE INFORMATION, VISIT PJFF.ORG | 215-545-4400

PHILADELPHIA PREMIERE

Salam (Kais Nashif), a middle-aged slacker with 

not much to show for his life, scores a gig as a 

production assistant on the hit Palestinian soap, 

Tel Aviv on Fire. When an off-hand remark about 

a linguistic error in an actressÕ lines gets him in 

hot water with the showÕs head writer on his first 

day, heÕs convinced his gig is up. Much to his good 

fortune, his thoughtful attention to language gains 

him favor with Tala (Lubna Azabal), the beautiful 

French diva cast in the lead role of Manal Ñ the 

undercover spy charged with seducing an Israeli 

general and reporting back his plans to her lover,  

a Palestinian resistance fighter.

Later that evening, on his way home from the studio in Ramallah, he is stopped at a check 

point by border control where he claims to hold a seat in the writerÕs room for Tel Aviv on Fire. 

When the security officer, Assi (Yaniv Biton), learns that Salam writes for his wifeÕs favorite 

TV show, he uses his power and influence to trap him and impose his own vision for how the 

showÕs Israeli characters should be written. Assi, after spending months convinced his wife has 

lost all interest in him, concocts a plan that is sure to win back her heart, as well as position 

Israelis in a more flattering light. Salam is well aware that AssiÕs success rests entirely on his 

shoulders. He also knows that if he doesnÕt cooperate with AssiÕs demands, he may never see 

his Jerusalem apartment again.

OFFICIAL SELECTION: Haifa International Film Festival | Toronto International Film Festival | 

UK Jewish Film Festival | Venice International Film Festival

AWARDS: Israeli Film Competition Award for Best Film Ñ Haifa International Film Festival 

| Interfilm Award for Best Film and Venice Horizons Award for Best Actor Ñ  Venice 

International Film Festival

Directed by Sameh Zoabi

Narrative Feature

Luxembourg/Belgium/Israel/France 

2018 | 100 min

Arabic and Hebrew with  

English subtitles

SPONSORS:  

David L. and Rhonda Cohen 

Jacob Cohen & Company, CPAs 

Edward and Susan Hoffman  

Larry and Cindy Rappoport
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* Member of GPJFF  

 Advisory Committee

^ Member of GPJFF  

 Screening Committe

TICKETS 

$15 General Admission

$13 Seniors

$7 Students (Student ID must 

be presented at the box office)

To purchase tickets online,  

visit PJFF.org or call  

215-545-4400

SPECIAL EVENT

5/6 Closing Night

TEL AVIV ON FIRE

$25 (includes Closing Night

reception)

LINDY CINEMONDAYS PASS

$90 All-Access Pass

(includes admission to post-film 

receptions)

VENUES

National Museum of American 

Jewish History

March 25 & April 1

101 S Independence Mall East 

Philadelphia

215-923-3811

Philadelphia Film Center

April 8 

1412 Chestnut St, Philadelphia 

267-239-2941 

Lightbox Film Center

April 15

3701 Chestnut St, Philadelphia 

215-387-5125

Ritz East

April 29

125 S 2nd St, Philadelphia 

215-925-7900

Suzanne Roberts Theatre

May 6

480 S Broad St, Philadelphia

215-985-0420

GPJFF STAFF

Kristen Evans*

Executive Managing Director

Olivia Antsis*^

Executive Artistic Director

Matt Bussy*^

Festival Manager

GPJFF BOARD OF  

DIRECTORS

Jacob Cohen

Chair

Phyllis Fischer*

Chair Emerita

Judy Golden*

Chair Emerita

Ruth Perlmutter*^

Chair Emerita

Debbie Fleischman*

Vice Chair

Elaine Levitt

Vice Chair

Francine Tabas*

Advisory Committee Chair

Sarita Gocial*

Secretary

Barbara Black*

Iris Drechsler*^

Arthur Ellis

Debra Felman*^

Betsy Filton*

Judy Finkel*^

Seth Goldstein

Libby S. Harwitz*^

Edward Hoffman*

Julie Jaffe*

Cathy Kaufman^

Nadine Liez-Weiner*^

Elaine Lindy

Francyn Sacks*

GPJFF ADVISORY  

COMMITTEE

Fran Freedman Blum

Marcia Bronstein

Jay Caplan

Barbara Cobert

Julie Curson

Daniel E. Fierstein

Adele Greenspun

Mary Kahn^

Ellyn Lehr

Caryn Liss^

Marcia Sachs Littell

Sue Meyer

Julie P. Meyers

Lynn Norton Robins

Nancy Philp

Naomi Prusky

Eva Ray

Sherrie R. Savett

Rebecca Schulman

Danielle Shaw

Nancy Shein

Ruth Yaskin

GPJFF SCREENING  

COMMITTEE 

Elaine Culbertson

Andrew Kaufman

Rob Levin

Larry Rappoport

Elliot Ratzman

Nathan Relles

Patricia Saddier-Dana 

GPJFF BENEFACTOR 

Elaine Levitt

LINDY CINEMONDAYS 

BENEFACTOR 

Elaine Lindy

CHAI SPONSORS 

Nadine Liez-Weiner and  

  Bart Weiner 

The Lindy Family

PLATINUM SPONSORS 

Lisa and Arthur Berkowitz      

  Fund 

The Horace Goldsmith      

  Foundation

DIAMOND SPONSORS 

Barbara and Mickey Black

GOLD SPONSORS 

David L. and Rhonda Cohen 

Jacob Cohen & Company, CPAs 

Debra Felman and  

  David Warshal 

Edward and Susan Hoffman 

Daniel and Cathy Kaufman 

Larry and Cindy Rappoport 

Harvey and Jan Schwartz

EVENT SPONSOR 

Saltz Mongeluzzi Barrett &    

  Bendesky PC Trial Lawyers

VENUE SPONSOR 

National Museum of American    

  Jewish History

MITZVAH SPONSOR 

Julie P. Meyers, Schnader    

  Harrison Segal & Lewis LLP

Donor list as of February 21, 2019


